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The 42nd Inter-parliamentary Meeting between the European Parliament and the Israeli
Knesset took place on 17 November 2016 in Brussels. The parties noted the friendly ties
between the European Parliament and the Israeli Knesset, which they expressed through
extensive bilateral ties, agreements, and cooperation in a variety of fields.

The annual meeting was an extremely important element of the ongoing dialogue
and exchange of views between the two delegations. Israel has been a partner for the
European Union and the ongoing dialogue is vital for the success of this partnership.

At the Inter parliamentary Meeting the parties had the opportunity to share updates on
previous discussions regarding the EU-Israel relationship and to discuss other topics and
challenges of mutual concern, which not only helped further deepen the understanding and
cooperation between the Members of the two delegations, but also the understanding of
the Israeli reality in a cross party spectrum.

The major issues under discussion focused on the state of play of relations between the
European Union and Israel with a special emphasis on common security challenges such
as cyber security and terrorism, the Middle East Peace Process, as well as the current
political situation in the wider region. The Members of the two delegations held lengthy
discussions on the continued rise of extremism in both Europe and the Middle East, as well
as the increase of anti-Semitism and hate crimes in Europe. These significant challenges
demand joint deliberation, information sharing, collaboration and an accurate examination
of how to address and combat them.

The two delegations called for deepening the ties between the Knesset and the European
Parliament on issues relating to security, economy, society, culture, as well as scientific
and technological research. They encouraged increasing bilateral trade as well as joint
initiatives in the fields of education, renewable energy, security cooperation and climate
change.

The Knesset places great importance to the role of parliaments in promoting collaborative
projects for sustainable development in the Mediterranean Basin, especially between the
State of Israel and its Arab neighbors. The Knesset believes that such projects, as
confidence-building measures, can serve as fertile ground for rekindling the peace process
in the region.


